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CELL AND TISSUE CULTURE. By John Paul, M.B., Ch.B., Ph.D., M.R.C.P.(Ed).
(Pp. viii + 261; figs. 41, plates 9. 30s.) London and Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone, 1959.
NOT many years ago tissue culture techniques were practised in only a small number of highly
specialized laboratories. Today the position has changed completely, and there is hardly a
field in biological and medical research- where these techniques are not finding some
application.
The supply of suitable textbooks has not managed to keep abreast of this rapid expansion
and Dr. Paul's "Cell and Tissue Culture" has appeared at a time when a modern book of this
type is urgently needed. His book is based on the instruction given at the Tissue Culture
Association Summer Course, of which he is director. It is essentially a practical manual for
laboratory workers, which gives an account of modern techniques and their current applica-
tions without entering into much detail in the more specialized aspects of the subject. For
those readers wishing to follow up any particular line there is an extensive bibliography. The
illustrations are, adequate and practical and in keeping with the rest of the book.
I have no hesitation in recommending this book to all scientists and technicians using tissue
culture techniques who are not primarily specialists in this field. Even the specialists might
find the references very useful. "Cell and Tissue Culture" is not only a book to read, but
also the kind which one likes to keep handy on the laboratory bookshelf. There are many
scientists who have so far not made use of tissue culture techniques but nevertheless sometimes
wonder whether these might not be of help in solving a particular problem. I can think of
no better advice to them than to read Dr. Paul's book so that they may get some idea of
the cquipment they will need and the type of technical work which they will have to do.
D. S.D.
TEXT BOOK OF SURGERY. By Patrick Kiely, B.Sc., M.D., M.Ch., F.R.C.S. Second
Edition. (Pp. 1148; figs. 605. £3. 3s.) London: H. K. Lewis, 1958.
THE author sets out to write primarily for medical students, covering all aspects of surgical
practiec, the emphasis being on clinical features and diagnosis. Treatment is outlined- and no
attempt is made to give details of operative procedures. Many subjects are classified in the
form of lists of causes, etc.; for example, the section on affections of the nipple gives twelve
causes and each is described in turn. This example shows something of the detailed nature of
the work, which runs to 1,148 closely printed pages.
A minor criticism is that the illustrations are few-the insertion of more would undoubtedly
help the student to understand better the diseases he reads about in the text. Fluid balancc
should be considered in greater detail.
None the less, it is a most comprehensive work, a good book of reference complete with
index, and the information it contains gives a balanced view of present-day surgical practice.
A. MCC.
A CLINICAL INTRODUCTION TO HEART DISEASE. By Crighton Bramwell, M.A.,
M.D., F.R.C.P. (Pp. vii + 229; figs. 61. 21s.) London: Oxford University Press, 1959.
EVERY doctor who has charge of cardiac patients should read this book. Its 218 pages contain
a mine of common sense in the diagnosis and management of the cardiology of every-day
practice. Emphasis is placed on clinical assessment, and various techniques, more in the realm
of the specialist, are used more by way of illustration. The author's personal approach to the
patient, which is of great interest, is illustrated by specific case histories. In general, the adult
patient receives more attention than the congenital lesions usually seen in pxdiatric practice.
The text is pleasantly readable. There is a good index, and the size of book commends it.
The general practitioner will specially welcome this book. It may be said to have been written
for him by an author with a lifetime experience of his subject. The book deserves to be
widely read. E. F.
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